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Third Sunday of Easter
April 26, 2020, 8:30 am

Prelude “Now the Green Blade Rises,” Valerie Floeter

Words to reflect on during the prelude:

Now the green blade rises from the buried grain,
Wheat that in the dark earth many years has lain,
Love lives again, that with the dead has been:
Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green.

Up He sprang at Easter, like the risen grain,
He that for three days in the grave had lain,
Up from the dead my risen Lord is seen:
Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green.



Confession and Forgiveness

In the name of the Father, and the = Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your
people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us
the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin,
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus

Christ, our Savior and Lotrd.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one
another.

Stilence is kept for self-examination.

Most merciful God

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from
you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are
truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion
forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have
done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to
you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live
and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.



In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die
for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a
called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by
his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son,

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



Gathering Song

“We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus,”

#451
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1 We are bap-tized in Christ Je - sus, we are bap-tized in his death;
2 In the wa-ter and the  wit-ness, in the break-ing of the bread,
3 Glo-ry be to God the Fa-ther, glo-ry be to Christ the Son,
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that as Christ is raised vic - to - rious, we might live a brand new life.
in  the wait - ing arms of Je -sus who is r1is - en from the dead,
glo-ry to the Ho - ly Spir-it ev-er three and ev - er  ong;
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And if we havebeen u - mt-ed in a dread-ful death hke his,
God has made a new be - gin-ning from the ash - es of  our past;
as it was in the be - gin-ning, glo-ry now re-sounds a - gain
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we will all be re - u - mnt-ed, for he lives.
in the los - ing and the win - ning we hold fast.
in a song that has no end - ing. . . . . A - men

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.



Hymn of Praise “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds,”

#367, stanza 4
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and with the heav'n - 1§ bless - ed sing:
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"Christ has tri - umphed! Al - le - lu - ial!"
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Be to the Fa-ther and our Lord,
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to Spir - it blest, most ho - ly God,
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Al-le - lu - 1a, al-le-1lu - 1a, al-le-lu - 1a!



Prayer of the Day

O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in
the breaking of bread. Open the eyes of our faith, that we
may see him in his redeeming work, who lives and reigns with

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen

The Word of God
First Reading Acts 2: 14a, 36-41

*Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and
addressed [the crowd], **“Therefore let the entire house of
Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord
and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.”

“’Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart
and said to Peter and to the other apostles, “Brothers, what
should we do?” **Peter said to them, “Repent, and be
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that
your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the
Holy Spirit. *’For the promise is for you, for your children,
and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our
God calls to him.” “’And he testified with many other
arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves from
this corrupt generation.” *'So those who welcomed his
message were baptized, and that day about three thousand
persons were added.



The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 116:1-4, 12-14

Cantor sings verses in regular print; All sing verses in bold print
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'T love the LORD, who has | heard my voice,
and listened to my | supplication,
“for the LORD has given | ear to me
whenev- | er I called.
’The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the
grave | came upon me;
I came to | grief and sorrow.
“Then I called upon the name | of the LORD:
“O LORD, I pray you, | save my life.”
"How shall I re- | pay the LORD
for all the good things God has | done for me?
"I will lift the cup | of salvation
and call on the name | of the LORD.
"] will fulfill my vows | to the LORD
in the presence of | all God’s people.



Second Reading 1 Peter 1:17-23

"If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people
impartially according to their deeds, live in reverent fear
during the time of your exile. '*You know that you were
ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your ancestors,
not with perishable things like silver or gold, "’but with the
precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or
blemish. “’He was destined before the foundation of the
world, but was revealed at the end of the ages for your

sake. 21Through him you have come to trust in God, who
raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your
faith and hope are set on God.

*Now that you have purified your souls by your
obedience to the truth so that you have genuine mutual love,
love one another deeply from the heart. *You have been
born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed,
through the living and enduring word of God.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Gospel Acclamation
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“Be Not Afraid,” #388

| -

n ] h ] i M
p A 1 ] il qﬂ { ’H . ij i [ i EE""—'E d
Ll P
GSEE =2 = - =
Be not a-fraid, singout for joy! Christis r1is-en,al-le - lu - ia!
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Be not a-fraid, singout for joy! Christis ris-en,al-le - lu ia!
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Gospel Luke 24:13-35

At the announcement of the Gospel:

Glory to you, O Lord.

"Now on that same day [when Jesus had appeared to Mary
Magdalene,] two [disciples] were going to a village called
Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, *and talking
with each other about all these things that had
happened. "While they were talking and discussing, Jesus
himself came near and went with them, '°but their eyes were




kept from recognizing him. '"And he said to them, “What are
you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They
stood still, looking sad. '*Then one of them, whose name was
Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in
Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken
place there in these days?” ""He asked them, “What things?”
They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a
prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the
people, *’and how our chief priests and leaders handed him
over to be condemned to death and crucified him. *'But we
had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and
besides all this, it 1s now the third day since these things took
place. *Moreover, some women of our group astounded us.
They were at the tomb early this morning, and when they
did not find his body there, they came back and told us that
they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was
alive. **Some of those who were with us went to the tomb
and found 1t just as the women had said; but they did not see
him.” *Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and
how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have
declared! **Was it not necessary that the Messiah should
suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” *"Then
beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to
them the things about himself in all the scriptures.

*As they came near the village to which they were going,
he walked ahead as if he were going on. *’But they urged him



strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening
and the day 1s now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with
them. **When he was at the table with them, he took bread,
blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. *"Then their eyes
were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from
their sight. **They said to each other, “Were not our hearts
burning within us while he was talking to us on the road,
while he was opening the scriptures to us?”’ >That same hour
they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the
cleven and their companions gathered together. >*They were
saying, ““I'he Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to
Simon!” *Then they told what had happened on the road,
and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of
the bread.

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.



Song of the Day

“Abide O Dearest Jesus,”

#539
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I A - bide, O dear-est Je - sus, a - mong us with your grace,
2 A - bide, O dear Re - deem - er, a - mong us with your word
3 A - bide with heav’'n-ly bright - ness a - mong us, pre - cious Light;
4 A - bide with rich - est bless - ings a - mong us, boun-teous Lord;
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that . e - vil may not harm us nor we to sin give place.
and thus now and here - af - ter ftrue peace and joy  af - ford
yvour truth di - rect and keep us from er-ror’s gloom-y  night.
let us in grace and wis - dom grow dai - ly through vour word.

Sermon




Confession of Faith

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker
of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of
God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God,
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not
made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came
down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he
became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made
man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third
day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the
Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He
has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one
holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge
one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to
come. Amen.



Prayer of the Church
After each portion of the prayers:

Lord in your mercy. . .

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your
kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us
from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and
forever. Amen.

Almighty God, you give us the joy of celebrating our Lord’s
resurrection. Give us also the joys of life in your service, and
bring us at last to the full joy of life in the age to come;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Sending

Blessing
Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit bless you now

and forever.
Amen.



Sending Song  “This Joyful Eastertide” #391 stanzas 1, 3
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Go 1n peace. Serve the Lord
Thanks be to God.

Offering/ Postlude “Water, Blood and Spirit Crying,”
Jettrey Blersch

Words to Reflect on during the Offering:

Water, blood, and Spirit crying,
By their witness testifying
To the One whose death-defying
Life has come, with life for all.

In a wat'ry grave are buried
Al our sins that Jesus carriedy
Christ, the Ark of Life, has ferried
Us across death's raging flood.

Through around us death is seething,
God, His two-edged sword unsheathing,
By His Spirit life is breathing

Through the living, active Word.
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